DESTINATION:
DOMINICA

| was ready for a chcnge For
the past two summers, I'd
been working of a local day
comp, and | really wanted o
try something new, like commu
nity service. Also_ I'd only been out of the United States
once, and | waos dying to experience something o litle
different from my hometown of Great Neck N.Y So
after doing a lot of research on the Internet ond
discussing different programs with my parents
I chose the Vision Service Adventures pro
gram in Dominica, a lush 29:mile-long island
in the Caribbean. I'd be living and working
in Salybia. Carib Indian territory

| ' was nervous, but the second | stepped
off the plane, | had no regrets. Hot air
rushed over my foce, and it hit me: | was
really here! It seemed like the whole country
had turned out to greet the kids in the pro-
grom—there were even a few guys scream.
ing “Supergirll” because | was wearing a
Superman Tshirt. Before arriving at the
Salybia School, our home for the
next 28 days, we toured the island
All | remember thinking was how
amazing it was thot every morning I'd
be waking up to this beauty

Of course, | didn't know how hard
falling asleep would be

The first night was pretty difficult
Everyone on the trip had bonded real-
ly easily, but | was homesick. And the
stifling heat, my deflated air matiress
and the claustrophobic mosquito net
ting didn’t help. My roommates were so
reassuring, though, which wos a great
way fo stort off the trip

We spent the first few days exploring
the island’s mind-bogaling geography
but then the real work began. We would
woke up at 7:15 A, and decide which
fask to undertake: | spent most of my time
at the preschool, where the incredibly
independent children
found a new way 1o
shock me eoch day, It
wos pretty hard 1o
keep an eye on all of
them, but | never got
sick of it. There wos so
much to do ot the
school. My friend
Samantha and |
painted a mural
ffunny, since we're
both Orhshcony chal
lenged|, ond built

ocross a field to the outhouse. | us

big peeing circle. Ah, the power
Throughout this trip, the kind of
broke

scuba

are

tables, benches, toy boxes and
bookshelves. But my favorite
activity? Cementing the septic
tank. It was great learning how
fo do something | never thought
I'd do—while talking and
laughing with the funniest peo-
ple in the world!

At the end of our work
days, we'd be sweaty
smelly and generally pretty
nasty, By the third week, we
had no water and couldnt
take showers. No problem!
Every day we'd head 1o o
water hole to wash off. Our
favorite was Bassa Ma Jo
where the water was clear
cold ond crisp

Did | mention thot we
didn’t have working foilets
or sinks? Going to the bath-
room required walking

vally went with a few other girls,

so they could hold the door—and | could hold my nose But at
night we didn't fee! like dragging ourselves over there—the bats
flying around our heads didn't help—so we decided to make one

of girl bonding
luck I'd had with my defloted air

matfress often found me, My camera

My Discman waos stolen My

sandals and fovorite necklace were
washed out to sea. But by the time my

equipment sponfaneously com

busted in the back of our Jeep, | really
didnt core. Dominica had changed
me. It had made me raalize that many
of the things | used to call necessities

truly unnecessary. All anyone

really needs is amazing friends
good health—and the chance to de
something you love. [']
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